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May-June 1995 cattle population survey 
Cattle population declines slightly 
Estimated beef and veal production increases 
According to the provisional results of the survey of stockbreeders conducted at the 
end of spring every year, at 86.5 million head, the total cattle population in the fifteen-
member EU was down by some 300 000 on the previous year. The previous count, carried out 
in December 1994, on the other hand, indicated a slight increase of some 200 000 head. These 
minor fluctuations of less than 0.5% in either direction show that herd numbers are still 
holding stable and that the cyclical increase in production has still to become general. 
Judging by the composition of the herd and recent developments in slaughterings, beef and 
veal production in the European Union in 1995 should rise by some 2.5% on 1994. This 
increase could slow down in 1996. 
Cattle for fattening (around 30% of the 
total herd) account for the bulk of the slight 
decline in population. Beef calves, young bulls 
and heifers for slaughter all show declining 
numbers. On the other hand, the breeding herd is 
holding stable, and breeding heifer numbers are 
up on last year. 
Beef calf herds have considerably 
declined in the three large producer countries 
(France, Netherlands and Italy). The reduction is 
particularly marked in France, with 170 000 head 
fewer than in June 1994. This decline, already 
observed in the December 1994 survey, has 
become much more marked since. As beef calf 
production is intensive, predominantly carried 
out in fattening houses and over short periods, it 
reacts quickly to short-term developments. 
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The number of young males for 
fattening is down 2.3% on average. The fall in 
population, which essentially affects the north 
of the European Union, is drastic in some 
countries such as Denmark and the 
Netherlands, where it is in excess of 15%. 
Populations of heifers for slaughter are 
declining in virtually all the main producer 
countries (France, Ireland, Italy and Germany). 
For the Union as a whole, numbers have 
declined by around 5%. 
These decreases are partly linked to the 
fall in demand from Italy. The devaluation of 
the lira has slowed down the traditional flow of 
exports to this country, which imports large 
amounts of beef and veal. 
400 000 more suckler cows 
The breeding herd and replacement 
heifers present more optimistic prospects. The 
downward trend in the dairy cattle population -
the necessary counterpart to the increase in 
eurostat 
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milk yield under the quotas system - is almost 
entirely offset by the increase in the suckler cow 
herd. In all, there are 410 000 more suckler cows 
than one year ago and 430 000 fewer dairy cattle. 
The new Member States deserve 
particular attention in this regard. In order to 
comply with its allocated milk quotas, Austria 
has considerably reduced its dairy herd and 
turned resolutely to breeding sucklers. Finland 
and Sweden, with the benefit of the transitional 
phase, will adapt their herd numbers and 
production in the coming months. 
eurostat 
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From country to country 
Analysing the changes in cattle herds 
in individual countries, the reductions in 
Denmark and Italy are particularly striking 
(5.4% and 4.3% respectively). In most other 
Member States, herds have remained stable 
overall. Only Spain and Luxembourg stand 
out, with increases of more than 2%. Both 
show marked increases in suckler cow 
numbers. It is worth noting that suckler cows 
have outnumbered dairy cattle in Spain since 
1994. Spain is still an exception in this regard, 
but it will probably be joined by France in the 
relatively near future. 
Germany, where the move from dairy 
cattle to suckler cows has hitherto been in 
scant evidence, has growing suckler and dairy 
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herds with more than 100 000 head in all and a 
corresponding increase in all breeding stock. 
This development, observed in both the old 
and the new Länder, marks a break with a 
period of several years' marked reduction in 
stocks. In the United Kingdom, the changes in 
milk marketing management produced a short-
term increase in dairy cattle numbers in 1994, 
and from that point of view the heavy 
reduction in 1995 constitutes a return to 
normal. 
Gross Indiginous production of cattle: 95/94 
+0.5% increase in head 
+2.5% increase in weight 
Gross indigenous production for the 
EU in 1995 is estimated at 29.7 million head 
for all categories, which is about 0.5% up on 
1994. The increase will be greatest in adult 
stock (1.2%), while calf numbers should 
decline by around 1 %. Carcass weight should 
increase by some 3,5 kg., judging by 
slaughtering in the first half of the year. Beef 
and veal production in the EU may be expected 
to rise by some 2.5% by weight year-on-year. 
The meat production forecasts for 1996 are 
less optimistic: a reduction of 0.6% in 
slaughterings, pointing to a moderate increase 
in weight due to heavier carcasses. 
It should be stressed, however, that the 
change is far from typical of the European 
Union as a whole. In 1995, production was 
largely driven by large-scale slaughtering of 
adult cattle in the United Kingdom, Ireland and 
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Spain. In the United Kingdom, most of the 
animals involved were cull cows, whose 
slaughter should taper out in the near future. 
In Ireland, they were primarily fattening stock 
and, in view of the current stocks, the process 
should be more lasting. Spain has 
redeveloped its stocks in the last two years 
and is currently in full production. A 
production increase of+7.5% by head is to be 
expected for 1995 compared with 1994, 
followed by a further increase of 1.4% in 
1996. 
eurosiat Change in Carcass weight 




'Forescast based on first months of the year 
Veal production should 
decline further in France 
In France, production of adult cattle is 
forecast to increase by 2% by head in 1995 
and again in 1996. Calf production, on the 
other hand, should continue to decline. Italy 
continued to cut back its stocks this year, 
which boosted slaughter rates in the short 
term but will push production down in the 
medium term. In Germany, stock numbers 
are rising and production is stabilising. 
Countries forecasting declining GIP 
for cattle up to the end of 1996 include the 
Netherlands, where slaughter rates should 
decline in every category, but one newcomer, 
Austria, will have to adapt its production to its 
new environment.-
With an upward trend in beef and veal 
production, experts are counting on a recovery 
in consumption after the decline in 1994. The 
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slump recorded in Germany last year should 
not continue, and beef could get the edge on 
the competition because pork prices have 
held firm hitherto while beef prices have 
fallen. 
No more intervention stocks 
This fall in prices has come at a time 
when the beef and veal market is in 
equilibrium, as attested by the virtual lack of 
intervention stocks. 
eurostat Monthly slaughterings 
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Ι =ί/Η Change in dairy cow population 
eurostat ** i r r 
(EUR12:1985-1995) 
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